
 

 

Muscatine County Board of Supervisors 
Monday, February 7, 2011 
 
The Muscatine County Board of Supervisors met in regular session at 9:00 A.M. with 
Furlong, Howard, Watkins, Kelly and Sorensen present.  Chairperson Watkins presiding. 
 
On a motion by Kelly, second by Furlong, the agenda was approved as written.  Ayes: All. 
 
On a motion by Kelly, second by Sorensen, claims dated February 7, 2011 were approved in 
the amount of $1,132,189.26.  Ayes: All. 
 
On a motion by Furlong, second by Sorensen, the Chairperson was authorized to sign 
Applications to the Iowa Law Enforcement Academy Council to be Certified to Carry 
Weapons for Reserve Officers Jeff Staley and Joe Vogel.  Ayes: All. 
 
Project Manager Stu Willits updated the Board on the Jail expansion and Courthouse 
geothermal projects stating that the cancellation of a trial is going to help the schedule for the 
geothermal at the Courthouse. Willits stated geothermal should be in the basement of the 
Courthouse and ready to zone in about three weeks with project completion in the middle of 
April.  Willits stated that geothermal has been running in the Jail expansion for about three 
weeks and that all doors should be online through master control by the end of this week.  
Willits stated that construction of the new kitchen in the Jail is completed, but the 
manufacturer is still working on a couple of water heaters that did not work.  Willits stated 
there will be a lot of old kitchen equipment to dispose of.  Willits stated that he believes the 
new Jail expansion will be open by the middle of March. Willits stated there is some old slate 
and marble in the Historic Jail boiler room that needs to be either moved or disposed of.  
Watkins stated the items should be temporarily moved and that the Infrastructure Committee 
should determine their value to the County and what to do with them. 
  
Discussion was held regarding the placement of the cannon in the Courthouse with Stu 
Willits.  Willits stated the cannon should stay under the steps as it fits perfectly in the space 
and could have lighting appropriately placed to highlight it.  Willits stated that on the battle 
field at Gettysburg and in most museums, cannons face in all directions.  Willits stated that 
after 150 years we should be the first to forgive our neighbors to the South.  Willits stated 
that he is looking into the cost of accessory pieces for the cannon.  Furlong stated he would 
like to eventually see the cannon placed outside as he thinks more people would see it and he 
believes there is a way of preserving it.  Board consensus was to leave the cannon under the 
steps in the Courthouse. 
 
On a motion by Howard, second by Kelly, minutes of the Monday, January 31, 2011 regular 
meeting were approved as written.  Ayes: All. 
 
Correspondence: 
 Furlong received calls regarding road conditions. 
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No committee meetings were reported. 
 
On a motion by Furlong, second by Howard, the Board approved Resolution #02-07-11-01 
fixing Monday, February 21, 2011 at 9:00 A.M. for a Public Hearing on Issuing General 
Obligation Bonds in an amount not to exceed $500,000 for the purpose of financing 
improvements and repairs to County buildings.  Roll call vote:  Ayes: All. 
 
On a motion by Kelly, second by Sorensen, the Board approved Resolution #02-07-11-02 
Suspending the Collection of Taxes.  Roll call vote:  Ayes: All. Watkins stated that he would 
like the Treasurer’s Office to update the Board annually on the status of the property. 
 
On a motion by Howard, second by Kelly, the Board authorized the Chairperson to sign the 
Certification Statement for the Muscatine County FY2010 Cost Allocation Plan.  Ayes: All. 
 
On a motion by Sorensen, second by Furlong, the Board approved the following 
promotion/step placements in conjunction with the Jail Expansion project:  Janet Reed – 
Corrections Lieutenant – Grade 12, Step 9; Sid Terry – Corrections Lieutenant – Grade 12, 
Step 7; Matthew McCleary – Corrections Lieutenant – Grade 12, Step 6; Beth Sperstad – 
Corrections Sergeant – Grade 10, Step 16; and Brian Baars – Corrections Sergeant – Grade 
10, Step 14. Ayes: All. 
 
On a motion by Furlong, second by Sorensen, the Board accepted the January 2011 payroll 
claims.  Ayes: All. 
 
The Board reviewed the health/dental fund balance as of January 31, 2011. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 A.M. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________  ___________________________________ 
Leslie A. Soule, County Auditor  David H. Watkins, Chairperson 
      Board of Supervisors 
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